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0- INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL CONTEXT 

 

On 30 January 2020 the World Health Organization declared the situation caused by the Covid-19 

Coronavirus a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. Lately, on 11 March 2020, the WHO 

confirmed that the outbreak of COVID-19 had become a pandemic. 

In Spain, four extraordinary regulatory provisions, developed as lower-level regulations, have been 

approved in order to mitigate the effects of that situation, in addition to the regulations approved by 

the different autonomous communities aimed at combating COVID-19: 

 

- Royal Decree 463/2020 of 14 March 14 2020, declaring the state of alarm for managing the 

health crisis situation caused by COVID-19, which came into force immediately and has 

been modified by Royal Decree 465/2020, of 17 March and by Royal Decree 476/2020, of 

27 March (hereinafter, the "RD State of Alarm" or the "RD 463/2020"). 

- Royal Decree Law 8/2020 of 17 March 2020, of extraordinary urgent measures to address 

the economic and social impact of COVID-19 (hereinafter, the "RDL 8/2020"). 

- Royal Decree Law 9/2020, of March 27, 2020, which adopts complementary measures, in 

the workplace, to alleviate the effects of COVID-19 (hereinafter the "RDL"). 9/2020 "). 

- Royal Decree Law 10/2020 of 29 March 2020, which regulates remunerated and returnable 

work permit for employed workers who do not provide essential services, in order to reduce 

the mobility of the population in the context of the fights against COVID-19 (hereafter the 

"RDL 10/2020"). 

The following points provide a brief summary of the measures contained in the referred regulations, 

classified according to their area of impact. 

For further information you may consult the following link, where you may have access to all the 

regulations approved by the Government of the Kingdom of Spain for fighting COVID-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1buYeTRMnTLFE9drQW_usNpOSQePMUF-M/view?usp=sharing
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1- PUBLIC LAW GENERAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Suspension of the administrative deadlines 

The RD Sate of Alarm, by its third additional provision, declares the suspension of deadlines for 

administrative procedures in the public sector (non-tax, nor some proceedings related to Social 

Security), as for the processing itself, at least as a general rule, with the exception of procedures related 

to situations concerning the state of alarm. 

RD 465/2020 has modified these forecasts by expressly stating that public sector entities may 

reasonably agree to keep processing administrative procedures closely linked to the alarming facts, or 

that they are indispensable for the general interest protection or for providing services, wherever the 

consent of the interested parties would not be required. 

 

Public procurement 

The RD State of Alarm provides, among other questions, for the Ministry of Health to issue orders to 

ensure that markets are being supplied and services are being provided in production centres affected 

by shortage; to intervene or temporarily occupy industries, factories, workshops, farms or premises of 

any kind; or to practice temporary requirements for all types of goods and impose personal benefits in 

some cases, where it is necessary. 

These measures can be taken and imposed directly under the RD State of Alarm, without having to be 

formalized through the contracts provided for in the public sector contract legislation. The Minister of 

Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda is also empowered to take measures that may affect recruitment 

and particularly the suspension of contracts. 

To the above must be added the greater flexibility that grants the RDL 9/2020 for emergency contracts 

to be concluded. 

Article 34 of RDL 8/2020 includes a series of specific rules concerning the suspension and rebalancing 

of the main public sector contracts. These rules do not only affect administrative contracts in a strict 

sense (regulated on their effects and termination by the LCSP), but any of these contracts when they 

have been concluded by any public sector entity as defined in the Article 3 of the LCSP; This is also the 

case, for example, for contracts of commercial companies with a majority of public capital. 

The main measures taken for this purpose are set out below. 

• Public contracts of successive provision services and supplies: Suspension of the execution and 

extension of completed contracts: Public contracts of successive provision of services and 

supplies that are in force at the entry into force of RDL 8/2020, held by entities belonging to 

the public sector, whose execution becomes impossible as a result of COVID-19 or of the 

measures taken by the State, the autonomous communities or the local administration, shall be 

automatically suspended from the time its provision becomes impeded and until that benefit 

can be resumed.  
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The suspension shall only be applicable when the contracting body, at the request of the 

contractor and within five calendar days, has confirmed that the contract has become 

impossible to be executed. In this case, the contracting entity must pay the contractor the 

following damages actually suffered during the period of suspension, upon request and reliable 

proof of its reality, effectiveness and amount by the contractor: 

• The salary costs that the contractor had actually paid to staff assigned on 14 March for 

the ordinary execution of the contract. 

• The costs for maintaining the definitive guarantee. 

• Rental costs or maintenance costs of machinery, installations and equipment, directly 

attributed to the execution of the contract, provided that the contractor proves that 

these means could not be used for other purposes. 

• The expenses corresponding to the insurance policies provided for in the specifications 

and linked to contract object that have been signed by the contractor and are valid at 

the time of the contract’s suspension. 

It is also established that, as for the expiration date of the contract, a new one has not been 

formalized or cannot be formalized in the sense that it guarantees the continuity of the 

provision, as a result of the paralysis of the contracting procedures, according to the RD State 

of Alarm, the current contract may be extended for up to nine months, irrespective of the 

publication date of the gender for the new file. (Extraordinary extension of the LCSP). 

• Public service and supply contracts not being of successive provision, or being of successive 

provision, their execution does not become impossible: In public service and supply contracts 

(including minor contracts), as long as they have not lost its purpose as a result of the de facto 

situation created by the pandemic, when the contractor is late in fulfilling the terms provided 

in the contract as a result of COVID-19 or of the measures taken by competent authorities in 

order to combat it, they may extend, upon request by the contractor and favourable report by 

the responsible authority, for a period equal to the time lost for the aforementioned reason, 

unless the contractor requests another minor. In such cases it is not appropriate to impose the 

penalties on the contractor or on the termination of the contract provided that the cause 

attributable to the contractor is excluded. 

Contractors will be entitled to the payment of the additional salary costs which they would have 

actually incurred as a result of lost time due to COVID-19, up to a maximum of 10% of the initial 

contract price. The contractor will only be paid upon request and accurate proof of the reality, 

effectiveness and amount of these expenses. 

• Works concession contracts and service concession contracts: Public works and service 

concession contracts valid at the entry into force of RDL 8/2020, due to the de facto situation 

created by the COVID- 19 and by the measures taken by the State, the autonomous 

communities or the local administration to combat it, they will give the concessionaire the right 

to restore the economic balance of the contract by means of, as the case may be, the extension 

of its initial duration up to a maximum of 15% or by modifying the economic content clauses 

included in the contract. 

 

This rebalance will compensate in any case the concessionaires for the loss of revenue and the 

increase of the costs borne, among which they shall be considered the possible additional salary 

expenses that they would have actually paid, with respect to those provided for in the ordinary 

execution of the concession contract for works or services for the duration of the situation. 
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This compensation shall only be made after requesting and valid proof of the reality, 

effectiveness and amount by the contractor of these expenses and provided that the 

contracting body, at the request of the contractor, has appreciated the impossibility of 

executing the contract. 

 

• Restoration of the economic balance in the rest of the contracts: For the rest of the 

administrative contracts, it must be taken into account that the Administration has a wide power 

to suspend such contracts, regulated in article 208 of the LCSP, the exercise gives rise to the 

contractor's right to be compensated for the concepts set out in this precept. 

 

Preparation of the annual accounts by public sector entities 

Royal Decree Law 11/2020, of March 31, which adopts urgent complementary measures in the social 

and economic field to deal with COVID-19, establishes in article 48 extraordinary measures applicable 

in relation to the terms of preparation and annual accounts of the year 2019 of the entities of state 

public sector and of sending of the General Account of the State to the Court of accounts. 

Specifically, this article 48 states the following: 

• Public law entities that belong to the state public sector must endeavour to formulate and 

render the 2019 annual accounts in accordance with the deadlines established by regulations. 

However, when on the declaration of the state of alarm this is not possible and so agreed and 

communicated by the applicant to the General Intervention of the State Administration, the 

relevant periods provided for in the regulations shall be suspended. It will apply from the 

declaration of this state, and the calculation will resume when this circumstance disappears or 

extending the period foreseen in a period equivalent to the one of the effective durations of 

the state of alarm. 

 

• Similarly, the deadlines set out in the regulations governing the submission of accounts and the 

rest of the financial information to the Court of Auditors, will be suspended from the declaration 

of the state of alarm and will be resumed when this circumstance disappears or extending the 

period provided for a period equivalent to the effective duration of the alarm state. 

 

• The foregoing forecasts will be applied to the local public sector, also affecting the deadlines 

for processing the General Account at the local entity, and may be additional to the 

autonomous public sector 

 

Possible administrative liability claims 

The declaration of the state of alarm and the measures that the public administrations are taking 

accordingly, can give rise to situations in which the Administration's patrimonial liability arises. 

Individuals may raise claims of liability to the Administration for the damages caused as a result of the 

acts and provisions of the public authorities, adopted in relation to COVID-19, when they involve a 

singular or individualizable sacrifice or prejudice, and not for causes attributable to the individual. 
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2- IMPACT ON CONTRACTS AND CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS 

 

As already mentioned, RD State of Alarm provides for the suspension of the limitation period and 

expiration of any rights and actions (fourth additional provision), but this is not equivalent to 

establishing a suspension of the legal terms or deadlines with regard to compliance or expiration of the 

obligations. 

 

Force majeure 

Due to the exceptional nature of the measures taken, they may be incardinated under the assumption 

of force majeure. In any case, in order to assess each situation, one must always be in the specific 

provisions of the contract. 

 

Modification occurred 

To summarize, the elements required by the jurisprudence as the basis of an action based on this 

formula are the following: 

• Existence of an extraordinary alteration of the circumstances at the time of fulfilling the contract 

in relation to those concurrent at the time of its conclusion. 

• Excessive benefit burden in the light of the altered circumstances. 

• Unpredictability and especially non-allocation in the contract of the risk, excluding the normal 

risk inherent or derived from the contract. 
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3- LABOR IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Government has issued successive rules comprising labor measures in order to deal with the health 

emergency arising from Covidid-19, which include RDL 8/2020, RDL 9/2020 and the RDL 10/2020. 

Among the measures taken to address the crisis generated by COVID-2019, several provisions with 

special relevance for companies in the energy sector are included. Under the RD State of Alarm, the 

competent authorities may take the necessary measures for the duration of the alarm state to ensure 

the supply of electricity, petroleum products and natural gas. 

For their part, the critical services essential operators provided for in Law 8/2011, of 28 April, establishing 

measures for the protection of critical infrastructure, must take the necessary measures to ensure the 

provision of essential services that are proper to them. The main measures concerning the energy 

sectors are briefly summarized. 

Recoverable and compulsory paid leave 

According to RDL 10/2020, a recoverable paid leave has been established that is mandatory for 

employees who provide services to companies and institutions, public and private, whose activity has 

not been paralyzed by the declaration set by RD 463/2020. 

The leave shall extend from Monday, 30 March to Thursday, 9 April 2020, both inclusive, and shall imply 

that workers shall retain the right to the corresponding remuneration that they would have received 

from providing ordinary services, including base salary and salary supplements. Consequently, all the 

obligations of companies and working people regarding the settlement and payment of quotas and 

other concepts of joint collection remain valid. 

The recovery of working hours may be effective from the day following the completion of the state of 

alarm until 31 December 2020. 

Teleworking 

RDL 8/2020 obliges companies to establish organizational systems that allow the activity to be 

maintained through alternative mechanisms, especially through teleworking. Remote work shall have to 

be a priority given the temporary cessation or reduction of activity. 

 

ERTO due to force majeure 

Force majeure is an exceptional cause for carrying out a temporary employment regulation file (ERTO), 

that is, a mechanism that allows the suspension of employment contracts or the reduction of working 

hours. 

RDL 8/2020 explicitly considers to be caused by force majeure any contract suspensions and reductions 

of working hours that are directly related to loss of activity because of COVID-19, including the 

declaration of the alarm state. It includes suspension or cancellation of activities, temporary closure of 

places of public flow, restrictions on public transport and, in general, the mobility of people and / or 

goods, lack of supplies that seriously prevent them from continuing with ordinary development of the 

activity, or in urgent and extraordinary situations due to the contagion of the workforce or the adoption 

of preventive isolation measures decreed by the health authority. Also, RDL 8/2020 establishes certain 

rules aimed at expediting the procedure. 
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ERTO due to objective reasons (decline in demand) 

Companies will also be able to assess whether to carry out an ERTO if COVID-19 causes a contraction 

in the demand for the products or services. A severe (but temporary) reduction in demand, which results 

in a temporarily oversized workforce, is usually a valid productive cause for an ERTO to be committed. 

The ERTO should be proportional to the reduction in demand and affect only those workers whose 

services have been affected by this reduction. During the application of ERTO, the payment of wages is 

suspended, or they decrease proportionally with the reduction of the working day, unless otherwise 

agreed. 

However, companies are still required to pay Social Security contributions for workers affected by the 

measure. 

During the period of suspension or reduction of working hours, workers have the right to receive, in 

whole or in part, the Social Security unemployment benefit. 

 

Irregular distribution of the worktime 

If there is no provision on the irregular distribution of the worktime in the applicable collective 

agreement and no agreement has been reached on this matter with the workers' representatives, the 

companies may irregularly distribute up to 10% of the annual working time throughout the year. 

This means that if the annual working time is 1800 hours, the company could distribute 180 hours 

irregularly. Thus, a company could suspend work for up to 10% of the annual worktime and “recover” 

those hours throughout the year (a kind of hourly bag). Even if the day is irregular, companies must 

continue to pay their salaries on a regular basis. 

 

Relevant labor regulations 

RDL 9/2020 has introduced new provisions in labour matters, among which the following can be 

highlighted: 

• The force majeure and the economic, technical, organizational and production causes that used 

the measures of contract suspension and reduction of working hours derived from COVID-19 

cannot be understood as a basis for terminating the employment contract or dismissal. 

• It is established that the suspension of temporary contracts derived from an ERTO, including 

training, relief and interim, will interrupt the calculation of both the duration of these contracts 

and the reference periods equivalent to the suspended period, in each of these contractual 

modalities. 

• The ERTE review and control systems are strengthened, so that the submission of applications 

by the company that contain falsehoods or inaccuracies in the data provided can lead to the 

imposition of sanctions. 
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4- TAX IMPLICATIONS 

 

In order to mitigate the effects of COVID-19, different tax impact regulations have been adopted, which 

are contained in RDL 7/2020, of March 12, by which urgent measures are being adopted to respond to 

the economic impact of COVID-19 (hereinafter the "RDL 7/2020"), to the RD State of Alarm and to RDL 

8/2020, being its details: 

 

Adjustment of tax debts  

The RDL 7/2020 regulates financial support measures, which includes easing on the deferral of certain 

tax debts. The purpose of these measures is to mitigate the potential economic impact that the 

reinforced containment situation may have on SMEs and the self-employed. The content of the 

indicated measurement is then briefly developed. 

The entry of the tax debts corresponding to all those declarations, liquidations or self-assessments 

which have a filing deadline and deposit from 13 March 30 May 2020, both inclusive, can be postponed, 

without the need to provide a guarantee, provided that debts are less than 30,000 euros. 

Additionally, the following tax debts may also be deferred: 

• Withholdings and income on account; 

• those derived from taxes that must be legally charged (i.e., the Value Added Tax). 

• fractional payments of corporate income tax. 

 

Suspension of deadlines 

During the alarm state all procedural terms in the administrative contentious jurisdiction are suspended. 

For tax purposes, the deadlines for prescribing and expiring any actions and tax rights from 18 March 

to 30 April 2020 are suspended. 
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5- IMPLICATIONS IN DIGITAL MATTERS AND PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION 

 

The health crisis situation has caused that many companies operating in Spain consider the exceptional 

need to collect and process personal health data of employees, clients, suppliers or other third parties, 

mainly for establishing measures preventing the spread of the virus and for complying with occupational 

health and safety prevention regulations. 

The processing of this data is subject to the general rules of data protection, including the General Data 

Protection Regulation (hereinafter, EU Regulation 2016/679 or the "GDPR") and Organic Law 3/2018 of 

protection of personal data and guarantee of digital rights (hereinafter the "LOPDGDD"), 

In order to provide guidelines on the legitimacy of health data processing by authorities and companies 

in managing the health crisis, the AEPD published on 12 March 2019, together with  several questions 

and answers of legal nature, a legal report regarding the processing of personal data in Spain, including 

data concerning health, in which the following stands out: 

• The GDPR recognizes both the public interest and the preservation of vital interests as the basis 

for legitimizing data processing. The AEPD also recalls that the protection of vital interests not 

only refers to the protection of the person concerned, but also seeks to protect the vital interests 

of others. These legitimizing bases allow the processing of data without the consent of the 

interested party. 

• Where the management of the health crisis also requires the processing of health data which, 

as we have indicated, is subject to additional restrictions, the AEPD recognizes that its 

processing may be lawful in the following cases 

 

• If necessary, to fulfil obligations in the field of labour law and social security and 

protection. At this point, the AEPD states that the information requested by the 

company "should adhere to the principle of proportionality and be limited only to 

asking for visits to countries with high prevalence of the virus and within the time frame 

of the disease incubation, the last 2 weeks, or if one has any of the symptoms of the 

disease. It would be contrary to the principle of data minimization to use extensive and 

detailed health questionnaires, or that include questions not related to the illness”. 

 

• If other causes recognized by Article 9 of the GDPR apply, as reasons of public interest 

in public health, such as the protection against serious transboundary threats to health, 

or for medical diagnoses. The report states that the protection of public health has 

been attributed by law to the relevant health authorities, so that they are the ones who 

have the power to take measures for such protection. 

 

 

Attention must be payed to the recent order SND / 297/2020, of March 27, by which is entrusted to the 

Secretary of State for Digitization and Artificial Intelligence, of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and 

Digital Transformation, the development of several digital actions for the management of the health 

crisis caused by COVID-19. These measures include the urgent development of a "public" computer 

application for support in managing the health crisis caused by COVID-19. This application would allow 

the user to perform a self-assessment of their state of health.  
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6- CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

 

The RDL 8/2020 has taken a set of measures aimed at mitigating the difficulties that societies face during 

the health crisis (arts. 40 and 41 RDL 8/2020), with a brief summary of them relating to: 

 

To the governing body of commercial and civil companies 

For the duration of the alarm period and even if it is not provided for in the statutes: 

• Meetings of the governing body may be held by videoconference. 

• The agreements of the body can be adopted in writing and without a session if it is decided by 

the President or requested by two of its members. 

 

To the preparation and approval of the annual accounts 

• The deadline for formulating the annual accounts (individual and consolidated) will be three 

months from the date of termination of the state of alarm. 

• In the case of companies subject to obligatory audit, if on the date of declaration of the state 

of alarm the management body had already prepared the annual accounts, the period for 

verification by the account auditor is extended for two months from the end of the state of 

alarm. 

 

To the general board 

• The governing body may change or modify the place and date of the general meetings 

convened before the declaration of the state of alarm. To do this, an advertisement must be 

published at least 48 hours in advance of the expected date on the company's website 

• The notary required to attend the general meeting of members to make minutes of the meeting 

may do so by means of real-time remote communication to guarantee the fulfilment of their 

function. 

 

To the capital companies during the validity of the state of alarm  

• The members may not exercise the right of legal or statutory separation. 

• There will not be a full dissolution of those companies for which their period of existence has 

expired. Dissolution will only occur two months after the state of alarm has ended. 

• In the case of companies that incur legal or statutory cause of dissolution (especially important 

is the reduction by losses of equity below half the amount of share capital of article 363.1.e 

LSC), the period of notice of the general meeting by the governing body (to decide on the 

dissolution or to reserve the cause of dissolution) is suspended until the alarm state has ended. 
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7-COURT PROCEEDINGS IMPLICATIONS  

 

The RD State of Alarm provides general rules for all courts and courts, establishing the suspension and 

interruption of the time limits provided for in the procedural laws for all jurisdictional orders. 

The measure is therefore general and operates since the publication of RD 463/2020 (for those 

procedures in which suspension had been declared by any of the agreements prior to the declaration 

of the state of alarm, the start date would be the one derived from these previous agreements). The rule 

adds that the calculation of deadlines will resume when this Royal Decree becomes valid or, if applicable, 

its extensions. 
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8- FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Mortgage moratorium  

RDL 8/2020 (arts. 7 to 16) incorporates a moratorium in favour of mortgage debtors who are in a 

situation of special vulnerability. 

It refers to loans or credits secured with a real estate mortgage and intended for the purchase of a 

regular home. 

Only the debtors who are in a situation of special vulnerability in the terms provided for in RDL 8/2020 

will be able to benefit from the moratorium, being the defining criteria: 

• That the mortgage debtor becomes unemployed or, in the case of an entrepreneur or 

professional, suffers a substantial loss of income or a substantial fall in sales (at least 40%). 

• That the total income of the members of the family unit does not exceed, in the month 

preceding the application for the moratorium, a multiple of the Public Multiple Effect Income 

Indicator (IPREM) that is determined in the RDL 8/2020 in response to certain circumstances of 

the family unit. 

• That the mortgage instalment, plus expenses and basic supplies, is greater than or equal to 35% 

of the net income received by all members of the family unit. 

• That, as a result of the health emergency, the family unit has suffered a significant change in its 

economic condition in terms of an effort to access housing, in the terms defined in RDL 8/2020. 

Debtors who may benefit from the moratorium may apply to their lender up to fifteen days after the 

expiry of the RDL 8/2020 (that is, unless their validity is extension, until May 3, 2020, inclusive). 

In the application, the debtor must prove the concurrence of the above circumstances by presenting 

the documents provided for in RDL 8/2020 (art 11). The lender will have to implement the Moratorium 

within a maximum of 15 days from the application. 

 

Promotion of the liquidity 

To address this situation, various measures to promote liquidity have been established under RDL 

8/2020, including the following: 

• Guarantee line on behalf of the State: The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Digital 

Transformation may grant guarantees to the benefit of companies and self-employed for a 

maximum amount of up to 100,000 million euros, in order to cover both loan renewal and new 

financing 

• Debt of the Official Credit Institute: The net debt of the Official Credit Institute provided by the 

State Budget Law has been increased by € 10,000 million to provide additional liquidity to 

companies, especially for SMEs and the self-employed through existing ICO financing lines. 

• Extraordinary line of insurance coverage. For a maximum period of six months from the entry 

into force of RDL 8/2020, the capacity to provide insurance coverage from the 

Internationalization Risk Reserve Fund has been increased by € 2 billion. 
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9- BANKRUPTCY LAW IMPLICATIONS 

 

By virtue of art. 43.1 of RDL 8/2020 it is established that, while the state of alarm is in effect, the debtor 

who is in a state of insolvency will not have the duty to request the declaration of insolvency. 

Also, once the state of alarm has ended, it is stipulated that the courts will not allow applications for the 

necessary tender (including those submitted during the state of alarm) until they have passed two 

months since its completion. It is also established that applications for voluntary bidding are preferred, 

even if they are later than the necessary ones that have been submitted. 
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10-  RESTRICTIONS TO FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 

 

RDL 8/2020 modifies the foreign investment regime regulated by Law 19/2003, suspending the 

liberalization of certain foreign direct investments in Spain. Foreign investors outside the European 

Union and the European Free Trade Association are foreigners for this purpose. During the suspension, 

foreign investments affected will require prior administrative authorization to be made. 

Foreign investments affected are of two types: 

• Objective investments: Those made in companies in certain sectors listed in RDL 8/2020 and 

which they consider affecting public order, public safety and public health. 

• Subjective investments: Those made by certain foreign investors, regardless of the sector in 

which the affected Spanish entity operates. 
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11- MEASURES ON THE ENERGY SECTOR 

 

Among the measures taken to address the crisis generated by COVID-2019, several provisions with 

special relevance for companies in the energy sector are included. Under the RD State Alarm, the 

competent authorities may take the necessary measures for the duration of the alarm state to ensure 

the supply of electricity, petroleum products and natural gas. 

For their part, the critical services essential operators provided for in Law 8/2011, of April 28, establishing 

measures for the protection of critical infrastructure, must take the necessary measures to ensure the 

provision of essential services that are proper to them. The main measures concerning the energy 

sectors are briefly summarized. 

 

Electric power supply 

In order to guarantee the electric energy supply, in accordance with the provisions of article 7 of Law 

24/2013, of December 26, of the Electric Sector, the necessary measures can be adopted for a certain 

period as to be: 

• Temporary changes or modifications to the electricity market. 

• Direct operation of the generation, transport and distribution facilities. 

• Establishment of special obligations on the security of primary sources to produce electrical 

energy. 

• Limitation, temporary modification or suspension of the rights set out in Article 26 LSE for 

electricity producers from renewable energy sources, cogeneration and waste. 

• Modification of the general conditions of regularity in the supply in general or referring to 

certain categories of consumers. 

• Limitation, temporary modification or suspension of the rights and guarantees of access to the 

networks by third parties. 

• Limitation or allocation of primary energy supplies to electricity producers. 

 

Petroleum products supply 

To guarantee the supply of petroleum products, in accordance with article 49 of Law 34/1998, of 

October 7, on the hydrocarbon sector, it can be adopted in the field, with the duration and exceptions 

that are determined, among others, some or some of the following measures: 

• Limitations on the maximum speed of road traffic on public roads. 

• Limitation of the circulation of any type of vehicle. 

• Limitation of navigation of vessels and aircraft. 

• Limitation of opening hours and days of facilities for the supply of petroleum products. 

• Submission to an intervention scheme for minimum security stocks. 

• Limitation or allocation of supplies to consumers of all types of petroleum products, as well as 

restrictions on their use. 

• Imposition of holders of hydrocarbon concessions on the obligation to supply their product for 

national consumption. 
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• Any other measures that may be recommended by the international organizations of which the 

Kingdom of Spain is a party, that are determined in application of the agreements in which it 

participates or those that have subscribed in which similar measures are contemplated. 

 

Natural gas supply 

Finally, in order to guarantee the natural gas supply, in accordance with Article 101 LSH, it is 

contemplated that in emergency situations the conditions under which the strategic reserves of natural 

gas may be used for those obliged to maintain them can be established.  

In situations of shortage or danger, with the duration and exceptions to be determined, among others, 

one or more of the following measures can be adopted: 

• Temporarily limit or modify the gas market. 

• Establish special obligations regarding minimum natural gas safety stocks. 

• Suspend or modify access rights temporarily. 

• Modify the general conditions of regularity in the supply in general or referring to certain 

categories of consumers. 

• Submit to the administrative authorization the sales of natural gas for consumption abroad. 

• Any other measures that may be recommended by the international organizations of which 

Spain is a party or that are determined in application of the agreements in which it participates. 

 

 


